
ARTS AND CULTURE

1
What title has all the members of the conclave, the assembly whose 

main task is to select a new pope?

2
One version of the four versions of this painting by Edvard Munch will 

be sold on auction in May 2012: what is its title?

3
The saying ”I know one thing, that I know nothing” is attributed to 

what ancient Greek philosopher?

4 What is the name the person who leads prayers in a mosque?

5 In what Italian city is the Uffizi Art Museum located?

6

What is the name of this man, who was awarded the Nobel Peace 

Prize in 1952 for his peaceful philosophy of "Respect for life"? He is 

perhaps best known for his work with the hospital Lambarene in 

Gabon in Africa.

7
Who is the ruler of Asgard, the country of the gods, in norse 

mythology?

8

Which island were controlled from 1884 in the west by the 

Netherlands, in the north-east by Germany and in the south-east by 

Great Britain?

9
In what African republic were the first two presidents Muhammad 

Naguib and Gamal Abdel Nasser?

10
What is the name of this man, who was China's leader from 1978 until 

his retirement in 1992?

11

What was the name of the force that served as the personal 

bodyguards to the Roman emperors? The guards embodied great 

power and often murdered emperors who opposed them? They were 

a dominant factor in the Roman power corridors of Constantine 

disbanded them in 300s.

12

Combine the countries Australia, Cameroon, Denmark and Portugal 

with the year women were allowed to vote in general elections:. 1901, 

1915, 1956 and 1976



13

In what decade did the following take place: Händel’s The Messiah is 

performed for the first time,  Anders Celsius develops his own 

thermometer scale, Madame de Pompadour is officially presented in 

the court of Louis XV of France, Vitus Bering dies, and Frederick the 

Great of Preussen invades Silesia, starting the War of the Austrian 

Succession.

14

Which nation or civilization who lived on the coastal strip that today is 

part of Syria and Lebanon, were the leading traders from around 1100 

years before Christ? Their name comes from the Greek for the color 

red, due to their  production of a purple color pigment.

15
Which Polish national hero and national leader is this artificial mound 

in Krakow in Poland a monument to?

16
What Swiss symbolist painted this picture, known as the Isle of the 

Dead (Toteninsel)?

17 Which state was in 1959 the last to be incorporated in the U.S.?

18 Name a single year the sculptor Auguste Rodin was alive. 

19

What was the name of Napoleon Is most famous horse, named after a 

battle fought in 1800? He served his master through several battles 

and was himself wounded in battle eight time. The horse died in 1831, 

outliving Napoleon by almost a decade.

20 Which deity in Hinduism is easily recognizable in his elephant head?

21
To what country does the island Leyte belong, most widely known for 

the Battle of Leyte in World War II?

22
What is Toonela in Estonian mythology and Mictlan in Aztec 

mythology both examples of?

23

He was elector of Saxony from 1694 to 1733 and King of Poland 1697 

to 1706. Other than ruling, he was known for being able to break 

horseshoes with his bare hands. You need the name and number OR 

the name and nickname.

24
Which British philosopher who lived from 1748 - 1832 is considered 

the founder of utilitarianism?



25
Which U.S. president is the monument in Washington DC a memorial 

to? It was designed by John Russell Pope and completed in 1943.

26
What artist painted Liberty Leading the People, commemorating the 

July Revolution of 1830?

27
Which humanist and theologian wrote the essay Moria Enkomion - 

The Praise of Folly, first printed in 1511?

28

What is the name of a Hebrew word for the highest form of exclusion 

from the Jewish community? Similar to excommunication in 

Catholicism it involves a total exclusion, where the remaining can not 

have any form of contact with the outcast (shunning). One of the most 

famous cases was the Dutch philosopher Baruch Spinoza, but also 

Leon Trotsky received this judgment of the rabbi of Odessa, in 1918.

29

This man and his wife Pyrrha were the sole survivors after a deluge 

Zeus had sent to punish humankind for its wickedness and hubris. 

This man was adviced by his father, the titan Prometheus, to build an 

ark in order to survive, making him the Greek equivalent to the 

biblical Noah. Who?

30 Which African historical empire was founded by Sundiata Keita?

31

This Japanese art movement was founded by Jiro Yoshihara, among 

others, in 1954. Published in 1956, the XXX Manifesto is concerned 

with the beauty in destroying and decay. XXX was an important 

influence on the Fluxus movement in the 1960s and created a series 

of works anticipating later installations and happenings. What is the 

name of this avantgarde art movement whose name means 

"concrete" (as opposed to "abstract") in Japanese?

32

"Artist's Shit" - Cage d'artista, is a work of art consisting of 90 cans of 

30 ounces, with the text
Artist's Shit

Contents 30 grams net

Freshly preserved

Produced and tinned

in May 1961

-printed on each one. One of these boxes were sold at auction in 2008 

for close to 100,000 pounds. Which Italian artist, who died aged 29 in 

1963, created the work which reportedly includes his own excrement?



33

This American philosopher (b. 1924) specialicing in aesthetics  earned 

his PhD at Columbia University, where he has taught since 1951 and is 

currently Professor Emeritus. Most notably, he coined the concept of 

"The Artworld", claiming that older definitions of "art" has lost their 

purpose and that institutions, like museums, hold the defining power, 

not the artworks in themselves. He was a heavy influence on George 

Dickie's institutional theory of art. Who?

34

What ancient state was founded 300 BC where the Bengal region lies 

today? It was described by the Greek traveller Megasthenes in his 

work Indica.

35

Sebastião José de Carvalho e Melo was the first minister of Portugal to 

King Joseph, 1 from 1750 to 1777, and was the de facto head of state. 

In the 1750s he implemented  several far-reaching economic reforms 

to modernize the country, and he set up the Douro region as the main 

production area for Port wine. His serving period and the architectural 

style that became dominant during the rebuilding of Lisbon after the 

earthquake that devastated the city in 1755, are both named after 

him and the place he was the Marquess of. What was this name?

36

In what culture and religion in Chile and Argentina do machis, or 

shamans, play an important role? The machis are most often women 

and communicate with spirits and serve as village oracles.

37

What is the name of a French word technique which decorates an 

object with colored paper scraps, in combination with paint, gold leaf 

and other materials? The Cubists used this technique by incorparating 

clippings from newspapers into collages.

38
Which word in Sanskrit meaning "great hero" is used about 

Vardhamana - the founder of Jainism?

39

What was the name of this German physician and philosopher who 

was one of the creators of modern existential philosophy? In his major 

work Philosophie, published in 1932, he claims that the experience of 

existence must be based on philosophy. After the war he was greatly 

concerned with the question of German collective guilt for Nazi crimes 

(Die Schuldfrage, 1946), and the question of German reunification.

40

In 1914, Canada had its own Titanic disaster, when on May 29th 1914 

a passenger ship sailing in strong fog collided with the Norwegian 

freighter SS Storstad. 1012 people perished. There was a great 

controversy over who was to blame for the accident, and Canada's 

and Norway's government investigations both concluded that the 

other part was the guilty. What was the name of the Canadian ship, 

which now lies at the bottom of the St.Lawrence River?

CIVILISATION

1
What (former) head of state was killed in the city of Sirte, on 20 

October 2011?



2

Formerly known as Eskimos, the words from their language now 

represents ethnic groups that live in the northern regions of Canada, 

Greenland, and parts of Alaska and Siberia in Russia?

3

Which church was originally designed by Donato Bramante, but 

subsequently very much modified by later architects, including 

Raphael and Michelangelo? The church was completed in 1590, 84 

years after the foundation stone was laid down.

4 What is the capital of North Korea?

5

What is the originally Persian word for a group of travellers, often 

travelling salesmen, which was a common sight in the desert and 

along the Silk Road in the Middle Ages?

6
Which island in the U.S. gave its name to the development of the 

atomic bomb during World War II?

7
Which country did the EU in January 2012 decide to implement an 

economic embargo against?

8
In linguistics, what is defined as ”two adjacent vowel sounds occurring 

within the same syllable”?

9
What is the name for this column order, which is one of the three 

classical Greek orders?

10

Which American civilization calendar will in 2012 complete a large 

cycle of 13 Heavens baktuns, which has encouraged Doomsday 

prophets to predict that a major disaster will take place on 21 

December this year?

11
The airline Malev went bankrupt in 2012 after 66 years of operation. 

In which country was it the national airline?

12
In what country is the national high speed train service called AVE? 

The run the second longest high speed rail in the world, after China.

13

The search engine Ask.com had a different name when founded in 

1996 and is still sometimes referred to by this name. A fictional male 

servant was part of the name and logo. Name the search engine or the 

servant.

14

Which invention is associated with Thomas Newcomen? He built his 

version at the beginning of the 1700s, and this served as the basis for 

later, much improved versions developed by others.

15

What is the Finnish expression of inner strength and courage, which 

also gives its name to a series of armored personnel carriers from the 

company Patria?



16

In a career that spanned just over twenty years, he was the first 

person to circumnavigate Australia. What is the name of this 1774 

born captain, a name that is associated with more than 100 

geographical features and places in Australia?

17
Which self-governing territory in October 2011 was admitted as a full 

member of UNESCO, against the votes of 14 of the member states?

18

Despite that no working model of his patent was ever built, what is 

patent solicitor Nathan Ames credited with patenting for the first time 

in 1859? His invention was later further developed by others, and can 

today be mostly seen in three typical configurations: Parallel, 

crisscross and multiple parallel. There are also different widths, 

varying from 400 mm to 1000mm. Among early manufactures are 

Hallé, Hocquardt, and Piat, but today other companies dominate the 

industry.

19 Which city was founded by Caliph Al-Mansur in the year 762?

20

What was the name of the oil company founded by John D. 

Rockefeller in 1870, which 20 years later controlled nearly 90% of the 

oil market in the United States, which made the founder one of the 

richest men in modern history?

21

What was such constructions of bamboo or other types of wood used 

for? They were first described in the 1860s, but has probably 

developed several hundred years earlier. They were very important 

for survival in an area in Polynesia where resources may be scarce.

22
What language gradually replaced Sumerian as a spoken language 

somewhere around the turn of the 3rd and the 2nd millennium BC?

23 In the academic context, what is the Latin for the abbreviation PhD ?

24

Known by an acronym of four letters, what Chinese bank, the world's 

largest, is also among the world's 10 largest companies, according to 

Forbes? Here we accept the abbreviation or the EXACT English name.



25

He was a student of Swiss educational reformer Johann Heinrich 

Pestalozzi and was one of the first to acknowledge that children had 

special needs in education. Who is this pedagogue, born 1782, died 

1852 and the person who developed the concept of the kindergarten?

26

In 2009, the Swede Lars Olofsson was appointed CEO of one of the 

largest retailers in the world. Opening its first store near a crossroads 

in suburban Annecy in 1958 and now employing more than 470 000 

people, what is this corporation, which uses this logo, called?

27

What country consists of nine administrative divisions: five regions 

called mintaqah and four governorates called muhafazah? The largest 

of these, Dhoar, measures 99 300 km2, and the regional capital is 

Salalah, the country's second largest.

28
Two of the world's longest suspension bridges, Runyang Bridge and 

Jiangyin Bridge spans the same river. What river?

29

This nation is considered one of the world's top country for flags of 

convenience. Which African country has over 2500 ships registered in 

its fleet, of which well over 90 percent are foreign-owned?

30

This park on Lower Manhattan was named Liberty Plaza Park from its 

creation in 1968. It was severely damaged in the 9/11 terrorist attacks 

and renamed after the chairman of the owners, Brookfield Office 

Properties, in 2006. The park hit the news as the site of the Occupy 

Wall Street protest camp from September to November 2011. What is 

the name of the park?

31

Kamla Persad-Bissessar is the first female prime minister of her 

country, succeeding Patrick Manning in May 2010. She also took over 

his position as Commonwealth Chairperson-in-Office at this time. 

Despite being stricken with dengue fever in August 2011, she 

continued performing her duties under medical supervision. In what 

country is Persad-Bissessar the head of government?

32

What is the name of this man, who was Marshal of the Soviet Union, 

and who during WWII commanded the Soviet Western front until 

February 1943, participating in the Battle of Kursk? He reached Berlin 

before his competitor Zhukov, but had to see Stalin award the latter 

the honor of taking the city. In 1955 he became the first director of 

the newly formed Warsaw Pact, and he subsequntly led the 

suppression of the Hungary uprising in 1956. Twice Hero of the Soviet 

Union, he was buried in the Kremlin after his death in 1973.

33

What is the Greek word for "small envelope", which is jargon for 

corruption in the form of bribes and under the table transactions 

which are common in Greece?



34

Known as the "Garbo of the Skies", what was the name of the New 

Zealand aviation pioneer, who in 1936 made the first solo flight from 

England to New Zealand? In 1938 she became the first woman 

awarded Fédération Aéronautique Internationale, flights highest 

honor. A terminal at Auckland Airport is also named after her.

35

What is the name of this abandoned town in the Ukraine, close to 

Chernobyl, with 50 000 inhabitants before the nuclear disaster in 

1986? After the accident, the city will not be habitable for hundreds of 

years.

36

What is the South Korean term for the nation-specific, family-

controlled type of multinational business conglomerates? Samsung, 

Hyundai and LG are some of the most widely known examples.

37
What is the name of the valley 360 km west of Ulan Bator in 

Mongolia, which has a landscape listed on the World Heritage List?

38

The Spanish Christmas lottery Sorteo de Navidad or Loteria de 

Navidad has been held since 1812 and is believed to be the largest in 

the world. In 2011 it paid out 2.14 billion euros in prize money. What 

is (in Spanish) the first prize in the lottery called, which is distributed 

in ticket books consisting of 180 lottery numbers, which may result in 

payouts of half a billion euros? The term is also used for a first prize of 

the other lotteries, but most famous for this yearly event.

39

In typography, what it is called when two grapheme / characters are 

combined into a single character? For example, the Norwegian letter 

Æ is such a character, a combination of the letters a and e.

40

The Jonglei Canal is a project that was first proposed in 1946, and 

plans for it were developed in the 1950s. The channel, which would 

be 360 km long was intended to divert water for agriculture, and the 

work was finally begun in 1978. Instability in the country meant that 

the project was halted in 1983, and it has never been resumed. Today 

one can still see this huge excavator, which has been idle for 30 years. 

In which country was the Jonglei Canal to be built?

ENTERTAINMENT

1 What does the abbreviation DJ stand for in relation to music?

2 Which author is the originator of the term Big Brother?

3
What is the name or term for plays in which the acting is performed 

without the use of voices, but with gestures and movements?

4
What nationality were Gabriela Mistral and Pablo Neruda, both Nobel 

laureates in literature?

5
Taylor Hicks, Jordin Sparks and Carrie Underwood are among the 

winners of what reality singing competition on American television?



6 Which early jazz genre was Scott Joplin recognized as "The King of"?

7 With a word of four letters, what is the name for this costume?

8
In music, what is defined as "any harmonic set of two or three or more 

notes that is heard as if sounding simultaneously"?

9
Which German synth pop duo had great success in the 1980s, with 

songs like "Cheri, Cheri Lady" and "Brother Louie"?

10 Who is this actor?

11
What female jazz singer whose hit singles include "At Last" and 

"Dance With Me, Henry" died 20th January 2012, nearly 74 years old?

12
What is this film award, bestowed by the Hollywood Foreign Press 

Association?

13

Two of the winners of the Nobel Prize for Literature in the 1990s both 

had family names of only two letters, both with an O in it. Write the 

name of one of them.

14

The hymn "Te Deum" is played before major productions from the 

European Broadcasting Union, like the Eurovision Song Contest and 

the annual New Year's Concert from Vienna. Who composed this 

hymn in 1690?

15
What science fiction television series starrred Edward James Olmos in 

the role of Captain Adama?



16

IIn the top ten list of the oldest Academy Award winners for best 

actress in a leading role, the same actress holds 2nd, 4th and 7th place 

for movies released in 1981, 1968 and 1967 respectively. What 

actress, born in 1907?

17 Who wrote the play "Three Sisters", which was first produced in 1901?

18
Who published the jazz classic "A Love Supreme" in 1964, which sold 

500,000 copies over the next five years?

19

What British psychedelic rock band had a number of hits, among 

them"Tattva" and "Govinda", from their platinum-selling album K in 

1996? They disbanded in 1999, but reformed in 2004 and has since 

released two albums.

20
Which Disney animated film from 1940 had a sequel in the year 1999, 

with the number "2000" in addition to the original title?

21 Who replaced Charlie Sheen in the TV series "Two and a Half Men"?

22

Which musical by Andrew Lloyd Webber from 1986 is  highest-

grossing entertainment event of all time, with an estimated 5 billion 

dollars from Broadway, West End and other productions?

23
Which artist won the MTV Europe Music Award for Best Song in both 

2010 and 2011?

24

He won the Prix Goncourt in 1993 for his novel Le Rocher de Tanois 

(engl. translation The Rock of Tanois). Other notable books are the 

novel Leo Africanus  and the historical essay Les Croisades vues par les 

Arabes (The Crusade through Arab Eyes), both published in 1986. 

Who is this Lebanese-born French author?

25

This film was relased in 1938 based on a George Bernard Shaw play 

and adapted for film by the author himself. What title did the film and 

the play share, named after a myth known from Ovid’s 

Metamorphoses?

26

What children's novel written by Michael Murpurgo and published in 

1982 was in 2011 adapted into both a Tony award winning Broadway 

musical and a Golden Globe and Academy Award  nominated film?

27

What is the role or task of a Foley artist  in film making? The origin of 

the term was the American Jack Foley, who from 1920 developed 

several of the techniques still in use.

28

What is the name of the missing piece number 3 of the four that make 

up the piano suite Suite bergamasque  listed below?

1: Prélude 2: Menuet 3:???? 4: Passepied 

29

What is the name of the hourlong current events quiz show aired on 

National Public Radio (also NPR Worldwide) once a week? Peter Segal 

has hosted the show since 1998, the first year of the show. The title is 

a phrase that most quizzers probably will have used while struggling 

to think of the correct answer to a question.



30

He is best known for is role as the Master of Ceremonies in both stage 

and screen adaptations of Kander & Ebb's musical Cabaret. His latest 

role is as Moonface Martin in the 2011 Broadway revival of the Cole 

Porter musical Anything Goes. Name the actor, born in 1932.

31

What is the name of the Turkish singer who has been called the 

"Prince of Pop" by the media, and has sold an estimated 29 million 

albums and singles? The artist's influence in Turkey has been 

compared to Elvis in the United States in the 1950s by The 

Washington Post.

32

What was the surname of the brothers, Harry, Al and Jimmy, who, like 

the Marx Brothers were a comedy team with a number of Hollywood 

movie productions in the 1930's and 40's? The brothers also began 

their career in vaudeville and debuted on the big screen with the short 

film "Hotel Anchovy" in 1934. Musical Comedy was their specialty, but 

they did not play as colorful or witty characters as the Marx brothers, 

and was therefore not so easy to distinguish. The film "One in a 

Million" with Sonja Henie in the lead role, was one of their biggest 

successes.

33

Which orchestra was established especially for conductor Arturo 

Toscanini, who conducted it in the weekly radio transmissions from 

1937 to 1954?

34

Despite her Italian-sounding stage name, she is born and raised in 

Iceland. She performed "Gollum's Song" for the soundtrack of Peter 

Jackson's The Lord of the rings: Two Towers and scored a hit all over 

Europe in 2009 with "Jungle Drum". Who is she?

35

Who invented the record, which he called gramophones, patented in 

1887? The invention quickly became more popular than the cylinder-

based phonograph of Thomas Edison.

36

The theater plays Emilia Galotti and Miss Sarah Sampson is regarded 

as two of the first so-called "bourgeois dramas" (Bourgeois Tragedy or 

Bürgerliches Trauerspiel), and was written in the Enlightenment by 

what author?

37

For what title role was Italian ballerina Carlotta Grisi most noted? She 

was the first to play this role and instrumental to creating it in her 

partnership with French choreographer Jules Perrot. The ballet 

premiered in Paris in 1841.

38

The title of a 2001 award-winning novel by Spanish novelist Enrique 

Vila-Matas refers to a Herman Melville short story with the subtitle "A 

Story of Wall Street". In the short story, an office clerk astonishes his 

collegues with the phrase "I prefer not to" when asked to perform 

simple tasks. What name is the name featuring in the title of both 

literary works?



39

Singer Esau Mwamwaya from Lilongwe, Malawi is best known for his 

collaboration with London based DJ and production duo Radioclit. 

Their 2009 album Warm Heart of Africa was a major indie hit, with 

artist M.I.A. and Vampire Weekend lead singer Ezra Koenig among the 

contributors. They also released Super Mom in 2011. What group?

40

One of the few movies with chess as a theme was released in 1972 

and was directed by Russian director Sergei Mikaeljan. The film is 

about the young Sergei Khlebnikov, who meets a bearded and pipe 

smoking Western World Champion in a match for the title. The main 

part of the movie focuses on the crucial game, where our hero under 

great time pressure manages to in a brilliant manner defeat the 

reigning champion. The games is commented in the film by the real 

world champion Mikhail Tal, and Khlebnikov's second is played by 

Viktor "The Terrible" Kortchnoi, with several other well known players  

 of the era playing minor parts. What was the film's title?


