
ARTS AND CULTURE

1
The 8000 fighters who were found outside the city of Xi'an in China in 1974 were made out of 

which material?

2 What did Pope Urban II initiate in 1095, to liberate the Holy Land from Islamic rule?

3
What were the wealthy, independent farmers in Russia called, who dominated the rural areas 

until Stalin wiped them out?

4
Considered as a parallell to the Bigfoot in America, under what name is the Himalayan Yeti 

generally known in the West?

5 Who was the spouse of Odin in Norse mythology?

6

Which philosopher and Nobel Literature Prize winner put forward the so-called teapot analogy 

in 1952, where he claimed that it is not a sceptic’s task to disprove religious dogmas, but the 

believer's job to prove them?

7 In what (modern) country did Buddha teach, in the 6th century B.C.?

8
Prado is perhaps the best known museum in Spain, but what is the name of the second most 

visited, where you can see Picasso's Guernica ?

9
Which philosopher is known for his principle stating that of two possible explanations, the most 

likley is the simplest? The principle is known as "_______'s razor" (fill in blank name)

10
Which title was given to the prophet Muhammed's successors? The first of these, Abu Bakr, 

received the title when the prophet died in 632.

11

According to what mythology is Dangun Wanggeom known as the first human king? He was the 

son of Hwanung, the son of the ”Lord of Heaven”, and Ungnyeo – the bear that became a 

woman. According to the myth he founded the nation Gojoseon in 2333 B.C.

12
In which month did the 1825 unsuccessful revolt against Tsar Nicholas of Russia take place? The 

revolt is named after the month.

13
What was the name of the godess of the rainbow in Greek mythology, a name also found in 

human anatomy?

14

To the right is a map of the Khazar Empire between 650 AD 

and 850 AD. To which religion did the Khazar royalty and 

much of the aristocracy convert to during the 8th century?

15
In which country did the Árpád dynasty rule more or less without interruption from the late 9th 

century until 1301?

16

In 1890 United Kingdom and the German Empire signed an agreement concerning mainly 

territorial interests in Africa. Which European island was transferred from United Kingdom to 

Germany as part of this swap?

17
Under what colloquial name is collection of more than 900 documents that were found in the 

desert at Wadi Qumran between 1947 and 1956 known?

18
What is the name of the philosophical term applied to the theoretical treatment of the purpose 

of life, especially rooted in Søren Kierkegaard's philosophy?

19

What name did the Portuguese colonies of Fernando Poo and Rio Muni assume when they 

became an independent country together? They gained independence in 1968, after being 

under colonial Spain.

20 The author of the The Acts of the Apostles  is traditionally identified as which evangelist?

21

Who is the only sitting U.S. president since John Adams to come only third in a presidential 

election in terms of number of electors? This was partly due to the fact that a former president 

ran as an independent candidate.

22
Which "school" of art is named after the city where the Italian painters Titian, Tintoretto and 

Veronese worked?

23 Which city state and empire warred against Rome in the Punic wars?



24

Who does the sculpture that Korczak Ziółkowski has worked 

with since 1948 in the Black Hills, South Dakota, represent? 

The sculpture's final dimensions are planned to be 641 

feet (195 m) wide and 563 feet (172 m) high. If completed, 

it may become the world's largest sculpture, as well as the

 first non-religious statue to hold this record since 1967. 

The Indian who is the subject of the sculpture belonged 

to the Oglala Lakota tribe of the Sioux Federation.

25

Who painted Bal du moulin de la Galette ,

 the most expensive painting ever sold 

when it was auctioned in 1990?

26
The man who was known as President Kennedy's main speechwriter died in October last year. 

What was his name?

27
Under what name are the eldest known Homo sapiens in Europe known? They were named 

after a cave in Dordogne, France, where skeleton parts were discovered in 1868.

28
Within the Hegelian dialectic, what is the third step, that resolves the tension between the first 

step (thesis) and the second step (antithesis), called?

29

Who is credited with painting this painting, 

La Bella Principessa, which was discovered 

after a digital scanning in 2007? A fingerprint 

very similar to one left on another work of 

this artist was found.

30
This monument was dedicated in 1995 in 

Washington DC in memory of which war?

31

The Battle of Austerlitz in December 1805 is also known as the Battle of the Three Emperors. 

Napoleon and Tsar Alexander were two of the three emperors. Who was the third emperor? 

Answer with both name and number

32

History's perhaps biggest infiltration against the U.S. government took place in the 1970s and 

may have involved as many as several thousand agents. The campaign was called Operation 

Snow White  and total of 136 government agencies were infiltrated. Which organization was 

responsible?

33

Characterized as "the world's most mysterious manuscript" 

and located at Yale University, by what name is the 

manuscript where a few pages are shown on the right, 

generally known?It is estimated that the manuscript 

was created between 1450 and 1520, but the exact 

age, origin and the author is unknown. There is a code

 of parchment, where neither the alphabet nor 

language is known.

34

What herb or vegetable gives its name to the massacre which took place in the Dominican 

Republic in 1937? The pronounciation of its name were used to root out Haitians living in the 

border areas, and those who could not pronounce its proper Spanish name were killed. Between 

20.000 and 30.000 perished.

35

What was the name of the French philosopher, mystic, resistance woman and factory worker 

(1909 - 1943) who wrote the books La Pesanteur et la Grace  (1947) and Attente de dieu  

(1950)? Her brother was an outstanding mathematician.

36
In what city is the Museo del Oro - the Gold Museum, where over 50.000 gold objects of pre-

Hispanic origin can be seen?



37

The painting Le Fleurs  was sold in 2008 for a total of £ 5.5 

million, the highest amount then obtained for a painting 

by a female artist. What Russian painter (1881 -1962) 

painted this picture?

38
Who was the oldest of Louis the Pious three children, who inherited the middle kingdom after 

his father's death in 843? One of France's regions is named after him.

39

What is the name of this icon of Virgin Mary, located in Tepeyac 

in Mexico City? It is one of the most visited Catholic shrines in 

the world, and according to legend, the picture appeared on the 

mantle of the peasant Juan Diego in 1531, three days after he 

had a vision of a young woman.

40

What was the name of the ships pictured here? 

Essentially floating palaces, 70 meters long, with

 quantities of marble, mosaic floors, they were 

built during the rule of Caligula. Named after the

 lake where they were found, their existence had

 been known since the 15th century, but they 

weren't saved until Mussolini had the lake drained.

 They were placed in a museum, which sadly burnt

 down in 1944.

CIVILISATION

1 In what (modern) country did the Inca civilisation originate?

2 What geometric shapes, designed by IM Pei, forms the entrance to the Louvre Museum?

3
Which country's president had to resign in January 2007 as a result of abuse allegations? In 

December 2010 he was found guilty of two counts of rape.

4
What British-American cruise line has this logo,

 and is the world's largest cruise operator?

5

One of the more prosperous countries in Africa, due to its mineral resources, in which country is 

the diamond producer Debswana located? Producer of a yearly 30 million carats, almost a 

quarter of world's production, the high quality makes them the world's leading diamond 

producer by value.

6 What car model is the world's most popular with 37 million units produced since 1966?

7

Which country practised the brutal foot binding for over a thousand years, where girls from an 

early age were forced to bind their feet, until they were deformed and tiny, resulting in serious 

disability?

8

In Roman times, there were seven basic subjects taught to the citizens. Divided in two parts, 

trivium, comprised of logic, grammar and rhetoric, and quadrivium, comprised of arithmetics, 

geometry, astronomy and which fourth subject?

9

In which country was the country's president since 1987, Zine El Abidin Ben Ali, forced to resign 

in January 2011 following extensive protests? The incident was inspiration for a series of riots in 

the Arab countries against authoritarian leaders.

10

Amman was part of the Decapolis, a group of ten cities in Judea and Syria under Roman rule. By 

what name was Amman known when it was a part of the Decapolis, a name it shares with one of 

the largest cities in the USA? 

11

Which photographer, with the mantra: "If your picture is not 

good enough, you're not close enough", died somewhat 

ironically by stepping on a landmine in Indochina in 1954?



12

This -  妈 -  is the Chinese sign for "mama" - pronounced "ma". The character consists of two 

parts (女 and 马), and this basic structure is typical for most Chinese characters. The right part 

decides the pronounciation and is called the phoneticum, while the left part tells something 

about the sign's meaning. What is this meaning-bearing part called?

13 Which country removed two of its time zones on the 28th of March 2010?

14

In what city is the Palace of the Parliament located? 

According to Guinness World of Records it is the world's

 largest civilian administrative building, most expensive

 administrative building, and heaviest building. It was

 built on the initiative of a notorious dictator who was

 not able to make use of it before being overthrown.

15
In which city is the world's tallest TV-tower, 634 

meters high? The record was obtained in March 2011.

16 Which 240 years old monarchy decided by a referendum in 2008 to become a republic?

17
Which is the only UNESCO World Heritage Site to appear as a main motif on a national flag of an 

independent country?

18
What language, which is also a code in NATO phonetic alphabet, is the most widely used in 

South Africa?

19

Which Polish journalist published in 1978 the book The Emperor: Downfall of an Autocrat , about 

Haile Selassie of Ethiopia? He is considered one of the leading journalists of the 20th century and 

known for his documentary books that blend big events with personal reflections and a strong 

attention to detail.

20
To which island nation, formerly known as the 

Ellice Islands, does this flag belong? 

21

What is Pitman and Gregg, both invented in the 19th century, examples of? The first was the 

most popular in England, the latter in the USA, and both are still in use, even if more modern 

technology have mostly replaced them.

22

Which city on the French Mediterranean coast, was founded by the ancient Greeks, and known 

as "the city on the opposite side"? The city's French name is derived from the Greek, and today 

has its own Picasso museum in the castle Chateau Grimaldi, after the artist lived there in 1946.

23

What code term was used by the American Air Force about accidents involving nuclear weapons, 

for instance plane crashes where the plane carried such weapons? A movie from 1996 directed 

by John Woo starring John Travolta and Christian Slater used the term as its title.

24

In which town, where Alexander the Great was buried, will you come across the island of 

Pharos, where one of the Ancient Seven Wonders of the World, the lighthouse of Pharos l, was 

located?

25

Sydney’s international airport is named for which Australian aviation pioneer? He made the first 

trans-Pacific flight from USA to Australia. He made the first non-stop flight across the Australian 

mainland, and was the first to fly from Australia to New Zealand. He goes by two surnames, and 

we are asking for both of them.

26
What European city with over 1 million inhabitants, that didn't exist 400 years ago, had much of 

its central architecture designed by Francesco Bartolomeo Rastrelli (1700 - 1771)?

27
In which Australian state or territory has the highest percentage aborigines living there, with 

about 32% of the populace?

28

What aircraft manufacturing company has constructed 

the freight aircraft Dreamlifter? The Dreamlifter is 

constructed especially for transporting parts build at

 production facilities around the world to the final

 assembly site of another large plane.



29
Who is this woman, who has been queen of 

Thailand for more than 60 years?

30 Which expression, meaning hardy, frugal or simple, derives its name from a Greek city state?

31

What Italian car constructor (brand or make) made

 the 202 model, produced in only 170 hand made 

cars between 1947 and 1952? The car was influential

 for its sleek, aerodynamic, single shell design.

32

Which island, belonging to Vanuatu, is known for its local, extreme form of "bungee jumping"? 

Called gol locally, the jumping takes place from 20 to 30 meter tall towers, with vines tied to the 

feet, and is an important rite of passage for the local young men. It gained international 

attention in the 1950s when David Attenborough and the BBC brought back footage of the ritual.

33

With the nickname "Silent Otto", what was the name of the German

 submarine captain during World War II pictured here? He was the 

most successful German submarine captain in terms of tonnage sunk.

34
What is the name for this spheric astrolabe, a model of objects

 in the sky? Its invention is credited to Erastothenes.

35

What is the name of the cooperative town (moshav)

in Israel, known for its "radiant" city plan comprised

 of concentric circles? It was established in 1921, and

 is arranged with public buildings in the center, 

homesteads in the innermost circle, farm buildings

in the next, and fields and gardens outside of that.

36
What is the name of the mausoleum, built in 1404

 in Samarkand, where Timur (Tamerlane) is buried? 

37

What was the name of the Scot who more or less on his own established the world's first central 

bank, Banque Générale in France in 1716? At one point he supervised a financial monopoly so 

large it has been compared with the top 500 US companies, US Treasury, the Federal Reserve 

System all being controlled by a single man. He was also responsible for the "Mississippi 

Bubble", a gigantic failure that toppled the bank, and hurt the French economy for decades, 

which also to a large extent kept the French away from the stock markets for generations.

38
Put down ONE of the two countries in the world with the largest gap between the number of 

men and women in its populace. Both having more than twice as many men as women.

39

Also called "peak oil", what is the name for the point of maximum production of oil from one or 

several oil fields? It is named after the American geologist and geophysicist who created a model 

for the production curve, and who postulated that the US would reach its peak production point 

around 1970, which turned out to be accurate.

40

During the 1970s, a special school for deaf children opened, for children that had never before 

received any kind of language education. Since none of the deaf children had any form of 

language, the education did not progress well at first, but with time they created their own 

language, comprised of gestures and homemade signs, which the teachers could not 

understand. This language which was created spontaneously from nothing is unique in history, 

and have been of great interest to scientists. In which country did it evolve?

ENTERTAINMENT



1 In which city did Dixieland jazz originate at the beginning of the 20th century?

2 Who wrote the novel The Hunchback of Notre Dame  - first published in 1831?

3

What is the title of the German tv-series created by Edgar Reitz, comprising 30 episodic movies, 

viewing life in Germany during the period 1919 to 2000? The series was filmed over a period of 

20 years, and is one of the longest movie series created.

4 What are Jitterbug, Charleston and Merengue examples of?

5
Based on the story of  - and music by - The Four Seasons, what is the name of the musical that 

won the best musical award at the 2006 Tony Awards?

6

What is the name of the animation movie made in 2008, 

which was the second Bollywood-production which 

received distribution by a Hollywood-studio? The main 

character is a dog in Mumbai, who is thrown out of his

luxurious home by the family's servant while away in 

London, forcing him to fend for himself on the streets?

7 From which country are the film directors behind the manifesto Dogma 95?

8 Which Indian female author won the Booker Prize in 1997 for her book The God of Small Things ?

9
Who in 2009 became the first artist with 7 songs from his debut album on Billboard top 100? He 

also has the video most viewed at YouTube ever, ahead of Lady Gaga.

10
Also known as the "Seattle Sound", which genre of rock was a commercial success in the early 

1990s, with bands like Nirvana, Pearl Jam and Alice in Chains?

11 What book, first published in 1943, is the all time bestseller with French as the original language?

12
Who is this actor, known for his role as Sheldon Cooper 

in the sit-com The Big Bang Theory ?

13

Which French book series, published between 1909 and 1939, and created by Maurice Leblanc, 

has a gentleman thief as the main character? The books have been filmed several times, 

including as a TV series from the early 1970s with Georges Descrières playing the main character.

14

What subgenre of heavy metal has been fronted mainly by Norwegian bands since the 1990s? 

Prominent among these are Dimmu Borgir, Darkthrone, Burzum and Emperor, who all 

contributed to define the genre.

15

Which play by William Shakespeare tells the story of the heroine Rosalind, who escaped the 

court of her uncle, with her cousin Celia and the jester Touchstone? The play is known for the 

quote "All the world's a stage,

And all the men and women merely players".

16

Which Spanish violinist and composer (1844 -1908) is known for his work Zigeunerweisen 

published in 1878? He is also known as one of the greatest violinists of all time, and several 

composers, including Bruch (No. 2) and Saint-Saëns (No. 1 and 3), wrote violin concertos for him.

17

Which singer was the "straight man" to comedian Jerry Lewis 

for several years in the 1940s and 50s, on television, 

radio and in movies?

18
What is the name for the method or technique developed by Arnold Schönberg, where all the 

tones of the chromatic scale is used, and where the order of tones always remains the same?



19

What is the name of this stock character from the Italian 

tradition of commedia del'arte? Most often depicted as 

a crude and stupid figure, he is at the same time cunning 

and is often subjected to beatings.

20
What movie from 1930, directed by Josen von Sternberg, starred Marlene Dietrich and Emil 

Jannings, and was based on the novel Professor Unrat  by Heinrich Mann?

21

With Lisa Bonet as her mother and a dad who won the Grammy Award for "Best Male Rock 

Vocal Performance" four years in a row, who'll be playing the role as Angel Salvadore in the 

upcoming movie X-Men: First Class? She has also appeared in the movies "The Brave One" with 

Jodie Foster and "No Reservations" with Catherine Zeta Jones.

22

What indigineous people practises the throat singing technique known as katajjaq? In contrast 

with other throat singing people like the mongols and tibetans, the singing is usually practised by 

women dueting each other. Solo practitioners like Tanya Tagaq have been singing with 

prominent artists like Björk.

23

From which country are the film directors Asghar Farhadi and Abbas Kiarostami? The former 

won the Golden Bear in 2011 for the movie Simin and Nader, A Separation , while the latter won 

the Palme d'Or in 1997 for Taste of Cherry .

24

What tv-series which ran for 13 seasons from 1978 to 1991, is now due for a small comeback, 

with an upcoming new pilot due in 2011? Several of the original cast will repeat their roles, and 

it will center around John Ross, the son of one of the main characters in the original series, 

bearing the same name.

25
What film, which has won a Palme d'Or, is based on a book by Bary Gifford released in 1989 with 

the subtitle The Story of Sailor and Lula ?

26
What composer, who lived from 1732 to 1809, composed in the 1770s the symphony know as 

"the Palindrome", with a movement that could be played backwards?

27
Which country's film industry, known as Nollywood, is the world's second largest film producer 

in terms of number of films, behind India but ahead of USA?

28

What song, later also a hit for Bananarama, was a huge hit for the 

Dutch band Shocking Blue? With Mariska Veres on vocals, it 

reached number 1 on Billboard Hot 100 in 1970.

29
Which John Adams’ opera from 1987 is named after a state visit that took place between 21 

February and 28 February 1972?

30
Which Swedish author who wrote the plays Miss Julie  and The Father , was also a renowned 

painter, with some very radical motifs in the early 20th century?

31
With a name literally translated as "three flavor strings" 

- which Japanese string instrument is this?

32

What was the name of the jazz pianist and big band leader, 

who lived as a man for 50 years, and even married without 

it being detected that "he" was a woman, until her death 

in 1989?

33

What was the collective name for the planned 5 novel series by the Jewish woman Irène 

Némirovskij, who was arrested and perished in Auschwitz in 1942, after having finished only 2 of 

the novels? These two, Tempête  and Dolce , were written in microscopic hand writings over 140 

pages, which yielded 500 normal print size pages. They were kept by her daughter for 50 years 

without being read, thinking they were diaries too painful to read. When finally the daughter did 

discover they were novels, she had them made public, and they created a sensation in France 

when finally published in 2004.



34

Dream of the Red Chamber  is the highest selling singular volume book not written in English. 

The writer of the first 80 chapters is credited as the author of the book. He died in 1763/1764 

before he was able to finish the book, who was he? 

35

Which two letters of the alphabet was the artistic name 

of the over 300 kilo heavy singer Kamakawio'ole of 

Hawaii, who became famous in 1993 for his rendition 

of Over the Rainbow and What a Wonderful World ? 

Also the tag name of a prominent New York based 

grafitti-artist, who died in 2009.

36

What was the title of the ballet which story was based on two macabre stories by the German 

author E.T.A. Hoffmann, Der Sandmann and Die Puppe? Music composed by Léo Delibes, it 

premiered in 1870, and tells the story of a diabolical inventor who created a lifelike human sized 

dancing puppet.

37

This French jazz drummer of Ivorian origin was born in 1958. 

He has released four solo albums, and is often used session 

musican. He has played for Peter Gabriel, Sting, Jan Garbarek, 

Joe Satriani, Jeff Beck, Eurythmics and Youssou N’Dour. He 

has toured with Sting, Peter Gabriel and Jan Garbarek. From 

2003 to 2010 he was one of the judges on the TV-show 

Nouvelle Star , the French version of Pop Idol  

(American Idol  in the US). Who is he?

38

What was the name of the Russian actor and singer, 

known as the "Russian Elvis"? Also dying at the age 

of 42, this man perished in 1980 from heart failure 

after alcohol and heroin abuse. Over 1 million 

people attended his funeral.

39

Who composed the opera La Fiamma, based on the story of the Norwegian girl Anne 

Pedersdotter, who was burnt as a which in the year 1590? In the opera, the story takes place in 

Ravenna  during the 7th century, with the girl's name changed to Silvana.

40

What is the name of this musical instrument, 

which uses steam or gas to create sounds? 

Sharing its name with a figure in Greek 

mythology, it has been used to create 

music in circuses for decades.


